
T his monthly newslet-
ter is to help mem-

bers keep updated on our 
club events, achievements, 
or other announcements 
that may be of interest. 
Please call or e-mail Karen 
VanDonsel at (828) 877-
3254 or karenvandon-
sel@gmail.com if you have 
anything you would like to 
submit. Alternatively, you 
may contact Tom Gaddis at 
(904) 699-3084 or Presi-
dent@nefhrc.net.

Please feel free to submit 
pictures, announcements of 
events, brags, sale of dog or 
training equipment, litters, 
or any other announcements 
for club members! The 
deadline for submissions is 
the 15th of each month. 

If you have an idea for a 
recurring feature article, 
please let us know. This 
newsletter is for you, our 
members. We want to in-
clude what you want. So, 
please help make this a 

great newsletter. Submit 
your articles, pictures, sto-
ries and ideas. We want to 
hear from you! 

About NEFHRC Newsletter . . . 

Dog and Puppy Points 

p lease take the time to send your dog/puppy points to our Webmaster, Karen 
VanDonsel.  You can send the information to Karen via e-mail at karenvandon-

sel@gmail.com.  Be sure to include the following information in the e-mail: owner’s 
name, dog’s call name, dog’s date of birth, points earned only in the current calen-
dar year and total points earned in all years.  Alternatively, you can fill out the form 
on the club website at http://www.nefhrc.net/club-information/submit-your-dog-
points/.   

NEFHRC recognizes the top dog and top puppy each year. In this context, a “puppy” 
is defined as a dog aged 24 months and younger.   

As of this publication, no points have been submitted for any dog or puppy!  

Coming Events: 

 09/10-09/11/2016 NEFHRC Hunt Test

 09/10-09/11/2016 Big Elkin Creek Hunt Test

 09/10-09/11/2016 North Georgia Hunt Test

 09/19-09/23/2016 Fall International Grand
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Cody (yellow Lab) and Maggie (black Lab) 
taking it easy. 



F ew injuries in pets are as traumatic, painful and disfiguring as a burn. Unlike other injuries, a 
burn, by its very nature, causes tissue damage; sometimes complete tissue damage. Often it 

takes time for the extent of the damage to be fully realized. Burns can be caused by heat sources, 
chemicals or radiation. Most burns that dogs, cats and other pets receive come from a hot surface, 
appliance or substance found in and around the home. It is very important that the home be "pet-
proofed" to prevent an injury of this nature. 

How do most burns occur? 

Burns to pets can occur from a variety of sources: 

 Thermal (heat-related) burns
 Open flames
 Electric heating pads
 Hot-air dryers
 Heat lamps
 Hot metal surfaces such as woodstoves, engine mufflers and radiators
 Boiling liquids
 Hot semi-liquids such as tar
 Electrical currents, primarily biting electric cords
 Sunburn
 Strong chemicals
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NEFHRC 2016 Fall Hunt Test 

The NEFHRC Fall 2016 Hunt Test is rescheduled for September 10-11, 2016. The test will be held at SSJ 
Farms Quail Hunting Preserve located at 28163 Dog Gone Trail, Hilliard, FL  32046.  The Hunt Test Premi-
um has been published and is available for download at http://nefhrc.net/premiums/nefhrc-fall-2016-
v1.pdf. 

Entry for the Hunt Test was with Entry Express (http://entryexpress. net). If you did not sign up by the 
cutoff date of August 29th, you can still enter. There will, however, be an additional late fee. 

The Hunt Chairman is NEFHRC VP Brian Milner. Brian can be contacted by phone at (850) 687-7094 or by 
e-mail at ze6464@yahoo.com. The Hunt Secretary is Andy Brittingham.  Andy can be reached by phone at
(904) 284-3961 or by e-mail at abrittingham@gmail.com.  Andy requests that members not telephone be-
fore 5 PM.

Lunches will be available for purchase at the Hunt Test. Callahan BBQ will be doing the Saturday night Tail 
Gate Party.   

Volunteers are needed for a variety of tasks during the Hunt Test.  We would encourage everyone to vol-
unteer, even if it’s just a small task.  Please contact Carolyn Abood by e-mail at cbrutusmom@aol.com or 

Continued on Page 3 
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 Radiation
 Therapeutic radiation therapy
 Microwave ovens

How are burns categorized? 

Thermal and chemical burns are generally placed into one of three categories: 

1st degree: Superficial partial thickness wounds - These burns involve only the top layer of skin. The 
symptoms are generally limited to minor pain and redness. An example of a superficial partial thick-
ness burn is mild sunburn. 1st degree burns heal quickly and generally don't require extra care. 

2nd degree: Deep partial thickness wounds - These burns involve the deeper layers of skin and will 
produce blisters on the skin surface. They are more painful, introduce a risk of infection and take long-
er to heal. 2nd degree burns require veterinary attention. 

3rd degree: Full thickness wounds - These burns involve complete destruction of all skin layers. Char-
ring is seen. There is usually no sensation left in the area. With the loss of the skin's protective layer, 
the animal is now highly susceptible to a bacterial infection. Circulation to the burned area is compro-
mised as is the immune response. In addition, burns of this type greatly affect the pet's electrolyte 
balance. These burns are the most dangerous and life-threatening. They require immediate and exten-
sive veterinary care. 

What do burns look like? 

Sunburn: Pets exposed to direct sunlight for an extended period of time may develop sunburn. This 
type of burn is usually a 1st degree burn. Sunburns typically occur when a pet's coat is trimmed too 
short exposing his skin to the sun's rays. Sunburn may or may not be obvious. While there is redden-
ing of the skin and pain, burns of this type are generally not life-threatening and resolve quickly. 

Contact burns: Contact burns resulting from flames or hot surfaces are usually obvious from their on-
set but may take 24-48 hours to fully appear. Contact burns are usually 2nd or 3rd degree burns. They 
are very painful and can cause significant tissue damage. 

Burns caused by commonly used items such as heating pads or hot-air cage dryers' may be difficult to 
diagnosis. The tissue damage is typically hidden by the animal's fur. It may take 24-48 hours for the 
full extent of the burn to appear. The burned area will appear hard and dry. Burns of this type result in 
a 1st or 2nd degree burn. 

Chemical burns: Burns caused by chemical agents may also be difficult to recognize because the pet's 
hair coat may hide the burn. Chemical burns are generally erosive and necrotic (leading to the death 
of tissue) in nature. These burns are usually 2nd degree but may be 3rd degree. Again, it may take up 
to 48 hours for the full extent of the burn to be apparent. 

Electrical burns: Electrical burns are most commonly found in the mouth as a result of the animal 
chewing on an electric cord. The lips, gums, tongue and palate (roof of the mouth) may be involved. 
Electrical burns are also erosive and necrotic in nature. There is usually one central area of necrosis 
(dead tissue) surrounded by areas of varying tissue damage. Dogs are more often affected. 

Radiation burns: Radiation burns in pets are most often associated with radiation therapy for a type of 
cancer. They are of concern because burns of this nature affect wound healing associated with any 
surgery that may have been performed. 
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Radiation burns are classified as: 

 1st degree - cutaneous hyperemia (reddening of skin)
 2nd degree - dry sloughing of the outer layer of skin
 3rd degree - moist sloughing of deeper layers of skin
 4th degree - complete skin death

Often times, the animal's behavior will change as a result of the pain caused by the burn; before there 
are any obvious clinical signs of a burn. If the burn becomes infected, it may develop a foul smelling 
discharge with areas of necrotic (dead) tissue that will need debridement (the removal of dead tissue). 
Debridement often reveals a deeply infected wound that will require extended, aggressive nursing 
care, patience and time. 

How are burns diagnosed? 

Diagnosing a burn is usually straight forward if the event is observed. Burns that are not observed or 
are malicious in nature are more difficult to diagnosis. As mentioned before, most burns develop over 
time as tissue damage sets in. It is important to closely observe the pet for sign of the lesion spread-
ing. 

How are burns treated? 

In almost every case, a pet that has suffered a burn should be evaluated by your veterinarian. It is 
critically important that the effect the burn has on the animal's overall health be assessed. Besides the 
burn itself, the pet may develop an electrolyte imbalance, kidney failure, anemia and a systemic infec-
tion. If appropriate, the pet should be evaluated for smoke inhalation. The extent of the burn, the loca-
tion of the burn and the percentage of the pet's body that is involved in the burn, all play a role in as-
sessing and evaluating the long term outlook for the pet. 

FIRST AID FOR BURNS

Sunburn 
If your pet becomes sunburned, consult your veterinarian. The extent of the sunburn will define what 
treatment is necessary. Do not apply ice, butter or any other ointment unless directed by your veteri-
narian. 

Prevention is better than treatment, so help your pet avoid direct sunlight. If direct sunlight is una-
voidable, apply sunscreen to vulnerable areas on your pet, especially shaved areas and non-pigmented 
(white) areas. Use sunscreens that contain PABA (para-aminobenzoic acid) and avoid those that con-
tain zinc. Try to prevent your pet from licking off the sunscreen. 

Thermal burns 
Thermal burns may be 1st, 2nd or 3rd degree burns. In the case of thermal burns: 

 Extinguish all flames. If electricity is involved, make sure the power is turned off.
 Avoid being bitten. You may have to muzzle your pet.
 Apply cool water compresses with a clean (sterile) cloth. This may prevent the burn from penetrat-

ing deeper into the tissues. Change the compress frequently, and keep the site cool and wet. If the
burn involves only one part of the body, you can submerge the area in cool water.

 Do not break any blisters that may have formed.
 Do not apply any ointments or butter-like substances.
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 Do not apply ice to the burn.
 Carefully transport the animal to your veterinarian!

Chemical burns 
 Avoid being bitten. You may have to muzzle your pet.
 Make sure the area is well ventilated.
 If the burn is from a dry chemical, brush away as much of the substance as possible. Be sure to

protect the mouth, nose and eyes of you and the pet.
 Wash the contaminated area with large amounts of warm (not Hot!) flowing water. Protect yourself

with appropriate safety equipment.
 If the chemical has gotten into the pet's eyes, flush with clean water or sterile saline for 15-20

minutes.
 Do not apply any ointments or butter-like substances.
 Do not apply ice to the burn.
 Carefully transport the animal to your veterinarian! If possible, bring the chemical's container with

you.

Smoke inhalation 
Any pet exposed to a fire, particularly a burning building, should be assessed for smoke inhalation. The 
pet may have: 

 Smoke toxicity, with excessive heat damaging the lining of the respiratory tract.
 Inhaled noxious fumes from burning materials such as plastics, rubber, or synthetic materials.
 Carbon monoxide toxicity. Carbon monoxide competes with oxygen on the red blood cells and pro-

duces hypoxia (low blood oxygen levels). This can be fatal.

Carefully transport the animal to your veterinarian for evaluation and treatment. 

Veterinary care 
Upon arrival at the veterinary clinic, your veterinarian will assess the extent of the pet's burn 
(although the full extent of a burn is generally not known for 1-2 days after the incident). The type of 
burn (1st, 2nd or 3rd degree), the amount of skin involved as well as the location on the body all play 
a role in determining the patient's prognosis and treatment plan. 

A physical exam will be performed to assess the overall health of the pet. Blood will be drawn to evalu-
ate the animal's blood cell counts, electrolyte values and to evaluate the function of his kidneys and 
liver. Most likely an intravenous catheter will be placed and fluid therapy will be started. Because sec-
ondary bacterial infections are common in the burned areas, antibiotic medications are given and an 
antimicrobial ointment may be applied. Medications for pain are typically given. 

Once the full extent of the burn is known, the veterinarian may begin removing the dead tissue on and 
around the burn. Options such as surgical closure, skin grafts, or second-intention healing (allowing 
the wound to heal "on its own") will be discussed. Multiple surgical procedures over a number of weeks 
may be necessary. 

The temperature, length of exposure time and the extent of the body involved in the burn are critical 
factors in determining the patient's prognosis. If greater than 25% of the pet's body is involved, there 
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are usually systemic manifestations including: bacterial infection, shock, kidney failure and anemia. 
The prognosis is guarded to grave. If greater than 50% of the animal's body is involved in the burn, 
the prognosis is grave (some authors have suggested if greater than 30% of the animal's body is in-
volved, the prognosis is grave). If the burn involves the face and/or external genitalia, where normal 
function in these areas will likely not return, the prognosis is also grave. 

It is important to realize that burns are very serious injuries. With proper care and patience, they can 
heal. The resulting wound will be scar tissue without hair. These areas will need to be protected from 
the sun's rays. 

Conclusion 

Burns and their injuries are extremely serious and require immediate veterinary care. Oftentimes the 
full extent of the burn is not evident right away. There are also several side effects to burns that will 
need to be addressed. Of course prevention is always better than treatment. Take steps today to pre-
vent your pet from being burned. 

© 2016 Foster & Smith, Inc. 
Reprinted as a courtesy and with permission from PetEducation.com 

(http://www.PetEducation.com) 
On-line store at http://www.DrsFosterSmith.com 

Free pet supply catalog: 1-800-323-4208 
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August Training Day  by Tom Gaddis

I n anticipation of our September 10 & 11 Hunt Test at SSJ Farms in Hilliard, Florida, we had our 
monthly training day August 20 at the hunt test site. It is a beautiful unspoiled property with 700 

acres and awesome ponds. The owners’ stage quail hunts during the season for numerous clubs and 
individuals. The property is perfectly maintained with natural cover with a vista that seems to go on for-
ever! We were awed and amazed by our surroundings and had the most attendance at a training day 
that anyone can remember. We ran a started set up and a seasoned/finished set up simultaneously.  

Walk ups will require an additional fee. We are in need of volunteers to assist with the test. If you are 
interested in volunteering, you can also run your dog. If you would like to help, contact Carolyn Abood 
at 904-505-3404. 

A word about use of the property: Parking for vehicles, hunt test sites, airing, etc. will be identified. A 
place for headquarters and parking is set aside for guests.  We must use these areas ONLY. We must 
NOT go off on our own or pull over or walk into any area that is NOT identified for the club. If you are 
planning to bring an off road vehicle, you must stay on designated mowed trails. Remember, quail plan-
tation…birds on the ground…Not where we’re supposed to be. 

Obviously we are delighted to have our hunt test site in Florida again. We need to do all we can to 
maintain a relationship which would let us come again. Look forward to seeing you September 10 & 11! 



NEFHRC is sanctioned by the United Kennel Club, Inc. We are a club 
devoted to the training of bird hunting dogs for the purposes of hunt-
ing and hunt tests. As the UKC says, we are a club "Conceived by 
hunters for hunters." 

C l ub Offi cer s and Contacts 

 President—Tom Gaddis      
President@nefhrc.net (904) 699-3084 

 Vice-President— Brian Milner 
Vice-President@nefhrc.net (850) 687-7094 

 Secretary—Terri Tennille 
Secretary@nefhrc.net (904) 514-1002  

 Treasurer—Barry Sales 
Treasurer@nefhrc.net (904) 923-2813  

 Past President—Sherri Osborne     
osbornequarters@aol.com (904) 753-1155 

 Webmaster/Newsletter Editor—Karen VanDonsel
karenvandonsel@gmail.com  (828) 877-3254 

NEFHRC 

4170 Stacy Road West 
Jacksonville, FL  32250 

(904) 699-3084
President@nefhrc.net  

Always for the dogs! 

We’re on the web! 

http://nefhrc.net 

More Pictures from the Annual Picnic/Awards in May 2016                    Courtesy of Kevin Johnson
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SEPTEMBER 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

01 02 03 

04 05 06 07 08 09 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

OCTOBER 2016 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

01 

02 03 04 05 06 07 08 

09 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23/ 
30 

24/ 
31 

25 26 27 28 29 

NEFHRC Hunt 
Test

NEFHRC Hunt 
Test

NOGA

NOGA

Big Elkins Creek

Big Elkins Creek

Fall Int'l Grand Fall Int'l Grand Fall Int'l Grand Fall Int'l Grand Fall Int'l Grand

Coastal Empire

Coastal Empire

Training 
Day

Midlands HRC

Midlands HRC

SOWEGA

SOWEGA

Mid-South HRC

Mid-South HRC




